Tau pathology: a marker of neurodegenerative disorders.
Tau is not only a basic component of neurofibrillary degeneration, but is also an aetiological factor, as demonstrated by mutations on the tau gene responsible for frontotemporal dementias with parkinsonism linked to chromosome 17. Polymorphisms on the tau gene and the hierarchical invasion of neocortical areas by tau pathology in numerous sporadic neurodegenerative diseases also suggest that tau pathology is a primary pathogenic event in non-familial dementing diseases and a lead for solid diagnostic and therapeutic approaches.